Monday: 1 Samuel 9:1 – 10:8. Reflect: God chose Saul despite his character flaws to
teach Israel a lesson. They asked for a king “to be like the other nations” and failed to
recognise that God was to be their king. So God chose someone that would impress them
(9:2). Sometimes when God gives us what we want, it is not His best choice for us.

Monday: 1 Samuel 9:1 – 10:8. Reflect: God chose Saul despite his character flaws to
teach Israel a lesson. They asked for a king “to be like the other nations” and failed to
recognise that God was to be their king. So God chose someone that would impress them
(9:2). Sometimes when God gives us what we want, it is not His best choice for us.

Tuesday: 1 Samuel 16:1–13. Key verse: v7. God’s choice for Israel was a man who could
have easily been overlooked by others. Whereas Saul was tall and impressive in looks,
David was small but had a big heart which God was more concerned about. What will you
do today to seek to grow your inner life?
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Wednesday: 1 Samuel 16:14–23. Respond: David was a skilled musician, and music was
effective in dealing with Saul’s inner demons. Music and praise can be a powerful tool to
change our moods, deal with spiritual attacks, & as a means of inspiring us to a higher level
of spiritual experience with God. Spend some time singing your praises to the Lord today.
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Thursday: 1 Samuel 17:1-51. Consider: Before facing Goliath, David left his supplies
behind (v22) and took off Saul’s armour. What do you need to leave behind so that God can
gain the victory over the giants you face?
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Friday: 1 Samuel 19:1-16. Warfare: There is no doubt that Saul was an extremely troubled
individual, both emotionally and spiritually. Verse 9 makes it clear that he was open to the
devil’s deceptive influences, and we must not imagine that Satan is any less active in those
who disobey God today. Thankfully we have assurances from God that keep us from being
fearful of enemy activity: Look up 1 John 4:4 & James 4:7 and use them as a basis for
prayer and praise.
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